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Abstract

A path in an edge-colored graph is called monochromatic if all the edges
in the path have the same color. An edge-coloring of a connected graph
G is called a monochromatic connection coloring (MC-coloring for short) if
any two vertices of G are connected by a monochromatic path in G. For a
connected graph G, the monochromatic connection number (MC-number for
short) of G, denoted by mc(G), is the maximum number of colors that ensure
G has a monochromatic connection coloring by using this number of colors.
This concept was introduced by Caro and Yuster in 2011. They proved that
me(G) <m—n+kif kK(G) < k—1. In this paper we characterize all graphs
G with me(G) = m—n+k(G) +1 and me(G) = m —n + k(G), respectively,
where £(G) is the connectivity of G. We also prove that mc(G) < m—n+4
if G is a planar graph, and classify all planar graphs by their monochromatic
connection numbers.

!The corresponding author. 2This work was supported by NSFC No.11871034.
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1. INTRODUCTION

All graphs considered in this paper are simple, finite and undirected. For
notation and terminology not defined here we refer to the book [2]. We use
k(G) to denote the connectivity of a graph G, and x(G) to denote the chromatic
number of G. A planar graph is an outerplanar graph if it has an embedding with
every vertex on the boundary of the unbounded face. If the vertex-set V(G) of
a graph G can be partitioned into k independent subsets Uy, --- , U such that
every vertex of U; connects every vertex of U; in G for any i # j, then we call G
a complete k-partite graph. For nonempty and pairwise disjoint &k sets Vp,---, V
of vertices, if every vertex of V; is adjacent to every vertex of V; for any 7 # j,
then we say that Vi,---, Vi form a complete k-partite graph. Note that here each
Vi is not necessarily an independent set. If there is no confusion, we always use
m and n to denote the number of edges and the number of vertices of a graph,
respectively. Sometimes, we also use ¢(G) and |V (G)| to denote the two numbers,
respectively. For a graph G, dg(v) denotes the degree of a vertex v in G. We
use P, Cy, Sy, K, to denote a path with n vertices, a cycle with n edges, a star
with n edges and a graph obtained from K, by removing one edge, respectively.
Analogically, a k-path or a k-cycle is a path or a cycle with k edges. For an edge
e = zy of G, G/e is called the contraction graph that is obtained from G by
deleting e and then identifying x and y, which means replacing the two vertices
x and y by a new wverter such that the new vertex is incident with all the edges
which were incident with either x or y in G before. Suppose G and H are vertex-
disjoint graphs. Then let G V H denote the join of G and H, which is obtained
from G and H by adding an edge between every vertex of G and every vertex of
H, and let G + H denote the graph with vertex-set V(G) U V(H) and edge-set
E(G)UE(H). If G = H, we also denote G + H by 2G.

Generally, the notation [k] refers to the set {1,2,---,k} of integers. An
edge-coloring of G is a mapping from F(G) to a set of positive integers, say [k].
A monochromatic subgraph is a subgraph whose edges are assigned to the same
color. An edge-coloring of a connected graph G is called a monochromatic con-
nection coloring (MC-coloring for short) if any two vertices of G are connected by
a monochromatic path in G, and the edge-colored graph G is called monochro-
matic connected. An extremal monochromatic connection coloring (extremal MC-
coloring for short) of G is a monochromatic connection coloring of G that uses
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the maximum number of colors. For a connected graph G, the monochromatic
connection number (MC-number for short) of G, denoted by mec(G), is the num-
ber of colors in an extremal monochromatic connection coloring of G. Huang
and Li in [8] recently showed that it is NP-hard to compute the monochromatic
connection number for a given graph.

Suppose I' is an edge-coloring of G and i is a color of I'(G). The i-induced
subgraph is a subgraph of G induced by all the edges with color . We also call an -
induced subgraph a color-induced subgraph. Suppose F' is the i-induced subgraph.
If F'is a single edge, then we call the color ¢ and F' trivial. Otherwise, they are
called nontrivial. For a subgraph H of G, we denote I'| 7 as the edge-coloring of
H by restricting the edge-coloring I' of G to H.

An edge-coloring of G is simple if any two nontrivial color-induced subgraphs
intersect in at most one vertex. Caro and Yuster in [5] proved that each color-
induced subgraph in a graph is a tree under any extremal MC-colorings of the
graph and there exists a simple extremal MC-coloring for every connected graph.
If there are t edges in a color-induced subgraph, then we say that the subgraph
wastes t — 1 colors. Suppose I' is an MC-coloring of G and H is the set of all
nontrivial color-induced subgraphs H. Then I" wastes w(I') = Ygen(e(H) — 1)
colors. Thus, the number of colors used in G is equal to m —w(T'). If ' is an
extremal MC-coloring of GG, then since each color-induced subgraph is a tree, we
have that w(I') = Ygey(e(H) — 1) = Tgen(|[V(H)| — 2), and thus me(G) =
m— Spen(V(H)| - 2).

For a connected graph G, we can obtain an MC-coloring by coloring a span-
ning tree monochromatically and coloring every other edge with a trivial color.
Therefore, me(G) > m —n + 2 for every connected graph G. Caro and Yuster in
[5] obtained the following results.

Theorem 1.1 [5]. Let G be a connected graph with n > 3. If G satisfies one of
the following properties, then mc(G) = m —n + 2.

(1) k(G) = 4, where G is the complement of G;

(2) G is triangle-free;

(3) A(G) < n — 2m=80l)

(4) the diameter of G is greater than or equal to three;
(5) G has a cut-vertex.

Theorem 1.2 [5]. Let G be a connected graph. Then
(1) me(G) <m —n+ x(G);

(2) me(G) <m—n+k+1if k(G) =k.
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4 Y. Gao, P. LianD X. L1

A graph G is called s-perfectly-connected if V(G) can be partitioned into s+ 1
parts {v}, Vi, -+, Vs, such that each V; induces a connected subgraph, Vi, .-,V
form a complete s-partite graph, and v has precisely one neighbor in each V;. We
call v a special vertex.

Proposition 1.3 [5]. If §(G) = s, then mc(G) < m —n + s, unless G is s-
perfectly-connected, in which case me(G) =m —n+ s+ 1.

Jin et al. in [10] characterized all graphs with mc(G) = m —n + x(G). Li et
al. in [11, 12] generalized the concept of MC-coloring. For more knowledge about
the monochromatic connection of graphs, we refer to [1, 3,4, 7,9, 13, 14, 6]. Caro
and Yuster in [5] showed that the bound of the second result of Theorem 1.2 is
sharp, and they studied wheel graphs, outerplanar graphs and planar graphs with
minimum degree three.

The rest of this paper is organized as follows. In Section 2, we characterize
all graphs G with mc(G) = m — n + k(G) + 1 and mc(G) = m — n + k(G),
respectively, where k(G) is the connectivity of G. In Section 3, we classify all
planar graphs by their monochromatic connection numbers.

2. EXTREMAL GRAPHS G WITH k(G) =k

For a graph G with connectivity x(G) = k, we know that mc(G) < m —n +
k+ 1. In this section, we characterize all graphs with me(G) = m —n+k(G)+1
and mc(G) = m — n + k(G), respectively. These results will be used in the next
section for the classification of planar graphs.

Let S be a set of trees. Then we use V(S) to denote | Jycs V(T), and |S|
to denote the number of trees in S. Suppose that G is a graph with x(G) =
k and T' is an MC-coloring of G. Let S = {wi, -+ ,wi} be a vertex-cut of
G and Ap,---,A; be the components of G — S. For a vertex x € V(4;), we
always use T, to denote the set of nontrivial trees connecting x and a vertex in
U, V(4;). Since x connects every vertex of J;; V(A4;) by a nontrivial tree,
we have (J,,; V(4;) C V(7).

Let A, ;. be the set of graphs Kj,_1 V H, where H is a connected graph with
|V(H)|=n—k+1 and H has a cut-vertex.

Theorem 2.1. Suppose k > 2 and G is a graph with k(G) = k. Then mc(G) =
m—n-+k+1 if and only if either G € A, j, or G is a k-perfectly-connected graph.

Proof. 1f G is a k-perfectly-connected graph, then by Proposition 1.3, mc(G) =
m—-n+k+1 If G =K,V Hisagraph in A, , then let I' be an edge-
coloring of G such that a spanning tree of H is the only nontrivial tree. Then
I' is an MC-coloring of G and I' wastes n — k — 1 colors. By Theorem 1.2,
me(G)=m—n+k+ 1.
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144 Next, we prove that either G € A, or G is a k-perfectly-connected graph if
us mc(G) = m —n+ k+ 1. Suppose that I' is an extremal MC-coloring of G and
us S is the set of all non-trivial trees. Let S = {wi, -+ ,wx} be a vertex-cut and
ur  Ai,---, A be the components of G —.S. We distinguish the following cases.

148 Case 1. There is a component, say Aj, and a vertex u of Ay, such that
u V(A1) CV(T,).

150 Let T, = {T1,---,T,}. Since u connects every vertex of | J'_, V(A;) by a
151 nontrivial tree in {71, , T}, we have Uy V(Ai) € V(U,ep Ti)- Since any
152 two trees of {T1,---,7,} share a common vertex u and I' is simple, we have
13 (e Ti 18 a tree. Moreover, [V(U,¢p, Ti) NS| = r. Therefore, ;g T wastes
154 at least n — (k—7r)—1—r =n—Fk—1 colors. Since me¢(G) =m—n+k+1,
155 we have § = {T1,--- T} and V(U T5) N S| = r. Thus, [V(T;) N S| =1, say
156 V(TZ) ns = {wl}

157 If Ay = {u}, then since x(G) = k and dg(u) < |S| = k, 6(G) = k. By
158 Proposition 1.3, mc(G) = m —n+k+1 implies that G is a k-perfectly-connected
150 graph.

160 If [V (A1)| > 2, then r = 1; otherwise, there are at least two nontrivial trees in
161 S. Suppose v € V(A;) —u and v € V(T1). Let w € (Ui_, V(4;)) NV (T3). Then
12 there is a nontrivial tree T connecting w and v. Since v € V(7)) and v ¢ V(13),
163 Tj # To. However, {u,w} C V(T;)NV (13), a contradiction. Therefore, S = {T7}.
164 Since mc(G) = m —n+ k + 1, we have |V(T1)] = n — k + 1. Recall that
s V(T1)NS = {w;i}. Let S =S —w;. Then T} is a spanning tree of G — S’. Thus,
16 G — S’ is connected and w; is a cut-vertex of G — S’. Since 77 is the unique
17 nontrivial tree of G, we have G[S'] = Kj_1 and G = G[S’] V (G — S’). Therefore,
w8 G € An,k-

169 Case 2. For each component A; of G — S and each vertex u € V(4;),
wo V(A;) = V(Ty) # 0.

171 For a vertex u of A, denote A =V (A1) —V(T,) and v € A. Let w € V(Az),
12 and let F be the set of nontrivial trees connecting w and a vertex of A. Since I"
173 is simple, we have |V (7,)NS| > |T,| and |V(F)NS| > |F|. So, T, wastes at least
12 n—k—|A|—1 colors, and F wastes at least |A| colors. Since me(G) = m—n+k+1,
s T, wastes precisely n — k — |A| — 1 colors, F wastes precisely |A| colors and
6 S = T, UF. The conclusion that F wastes precisely |A| colors implies that
7 V(A2) NV(T) = {w} for each T' € F. Since V(Az) € V(Ty), there is at least
17s one vertex in V(Ag) — V(Ty), say w' € V(As) — V(7). Then there is no tree of
179 T, UJF that contains both v and w’, which contradicts that S = T, U F. [ |

i€lr

180 For convenience, we define three sets of graphs G, say Bivk, B?%k_ and Bg,kv
111 with k(G) = k in the following.
182 B}l . denotes the set of graphs G that satisfies the following four conditions:

183 1. V(G) can be partitioned into k nonempty sets {u}, Uy, - - -, Ug_1 such that
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the subgraph induced by each U; U {u} is connected,
2. Uy, ,Ug_1 form a complete (k — 1)-partite graph,

3. u has precisely two neighbors in Uy for ¢ € [k — 1] as well as one neighbor
in U; for ¢ # ¢,

4. G is neither a k-perfectly-connected graph nor a graph of A, j.

B2 ok denotes the set of graphs Kj_o V H', where H' is a graph with connec-
tivity 2 and |V(H')| =n—k+2, and Kj_» \/H’ is neither a k-perfectly-connected
graph nor a graph of A, .

Bi,k denotes the set of graphs K, V G', where G’ is a connected graph of
order n — k 4+ 1 with a cut-vertex.

Lemma 2.2. For every graph G € Bnk’ G is neither a k-perfectly-connected
graph nor a graph of Ay j.

Proof. Suppose G ¢ B3 neand G = HV H', where H = K,_; and H' is a
connected graph of order n — k + 1 with a cut-vertex. It is 0bv1ous that there
are at most k — 2 vertices of G with degree n — 1. Since every graph of A, ;
has at least k — 1 vertices of degree n — 1, sz N A,k = 0. Suppose that G
is a k-perfectly-connected graph and v is a Spe7cial vertex of G. If v € V(H'),
then H is a complete graph, a contradiction. If v € V/(H), then H' = K,,_j2, a
contradiction to that H' has a cut-vertex. Therefore, G is neither a k-perfectly-
connected graph nor a graph of A, ;. [ |

Combining Lemma 2.2 and the definitions of Bl & and 82 > we have that for

every graph G € B}L e Y 62 KUY Bn o G is neither a k-perfectly-connected graph
nor a graph of A, 1. Slnce KZ(G) =k, by Theorem 2.1, mc(G) < m —n + k.

Lemma 2.3. If G € B}, , UB., UB} ,, then me(G) =m —n + k.

Proof. Since mc(G) < m—n+k, we only need to prove that me(G) > m—n+k
below.

If G e B - then let T; be a spanning tree of G[U; U {u}] for i € [k —1]. We
color the edges of T; with ¢ and color any other edges with trivial colors. Then
the edge-coloring is an MC-coloring of GG, which uses m — n + k colors. Thus,
me(G) >m —n+ k.

If G € B? K then G = Ki_o V H'. We color the edges of G such that a
spanning tree of H' is the unique nontrivial color-induced subgraph. The edge-
coloring is obviously an MC-coloring of GG, which uses m — n + k colors. Thus,
me(G) > m —n+ k.

IfG e Bn > then G = K, VG'. Let T be a spanning tree of G’ and let F be
a 2-path obtained by connecting one vertex of G’ and two nonadjacent vertices
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of K, ;. We color the edges of G such that {T', F'} is the set of nontrivial color-
induced subgraphs. The edge-coloring is obviously an MC-coloring of G, which
uses m — n + k colors. Thus, me(G) > m —n + k. ]

Theorem 2.4. Suppose k > 3, and G is a graph with k(G) = k. Then mc(G) =
m —n+k if and only ifGeBl UBZkUB3

Proof. 1f G € Bl uB? xUY B3 & then by Lemma 2.3, mc(G) = m —n + k.
Suppose mc(G) =m —n+ k. We will prove that G € Bl xU B? x U B3,
Suppose that S = {vy,--- , v} is a vertex-cut of G and G — S has r components

Aip,---,A,. Let T’ be an extremal MC-coloring of G and u € V(A;). Then T’
wastes n — k colors. Since I' is simple, any two trees of T, intersect only at w.
Thus, 7, wastes

UV + V(T N V(A +V(Tu) N S| =1~ |Ta

I£i
=n—k—[V(4) = V(T.)| + (V(Tu) 0 S| = [Tu]) = 1 (1)

colors.

Claim 2.5. Suppose U C V(A1). Then |, ey Tw wastes at least |U|+| U_y V (A1) —

1 colors.

Proof. Let U ={ai,--- ,aq} and let F; = T,, — ;;i Ta,- Suppose F; contains ¢;
vertices of U. Then ), clg G = 4= |U|. Since each tree of F; connects one vertex
of S and one vertex of |J_, V(4;), Fi wastes at least ¢; colors if ¢; # 0. Since
Fi = Ta, wastes at least | J;_y V(A;)| + c1 — 1 colors by equality (1), U,,crr Tow
wastes at least

dwi = VA + e —1+3 0

i€[q] =2
:;U (A =14 a
=2 i€[q]
> V) + U] -1
=2
colors. .

Claim 2.6. If T is a 2-path of G, then the two leaves of T are nonadjacent.

Proof. Suppose the two leaves of T are adjacent. Then recolor every edge of T
by a trivial color. It is easy to verify that the new coloring is an MC-coloring of G.
However, the new coloring wastes less colors, a contradiction to the assumption
that I" is extremal. O
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The proof of Theorem 2.4 continues by distinguishing the following cases.

Case 1. There is a component, say A;, and a vertex u of A; such that
A1 CV(Ta).

Let T, = {Th, - ,T;} and B = J;_, V(A;). Here T; is a tree colored with 4.
Each T; contains at least one vertex of S.

Case 1.1. V(4;) = {u}.

Since S is a vertex-cut of order k and x(G) = k, u connects every vertex of
S, that is, S = N(u).

If there is a tree of Ty, say Ti, which contains at least two vertices of .S,
then by equality (1), 7, wastes at least n — k colors. Since mc(G) =m —n + k,
T, wastes precisely n — k colors. Thus, T; contains precisely two vertices of S
(say vg,veq1), and T contains precisely one vertex of S for [ € [t — 1] (say v;).
Therefore, T, is the set of all nontrivial trees of G. Since I is simple, any two
trees of T, share a common vertex u. Let U; = V(T;) — {u} for i € [t] and
Ui = {vig1} for t +1 < i < k—1. Then u,Uy, - ,Ux_1 form a partition of
V(G) and each G[U; U{u}] is connected. Moreover, |[U; N N (u)| =1 for ¢ # t and
|Uy N N(u)| = 2. Since there is no nontrivial tree connecting a vertex of U; and a
vertex of U; if i # j, Uy, - -+ ,Uk—; form a complete (k — 1)-partite graph. Since
me(G) # m —n + k + 1, by Theorem 2.1, G is neither a k-perfectly-connected
graph nor a graph of A,, ;. Thus, G € B}hk.

If every tree of T, contains precisely one vertex of S, say V(T;) N S = {v;}
for i € [t]. Then 7, wastes n —k — 1 colors. Thus, there is a nontrivial tree T
that wastes one color, in other words, T is a 2-path. So, 7, U{T'} is the set of all
nontrivial trees of G. Since T is a 2-path, by Claim 2.6, the two leaves of T are
nonadjacent. Let U; = V(T;) — {u} for i € [t] and U; = {v;} for t +1 < i < k.
Since I' is simple, the two leaves of T' cannot appear in the same set U;. Thus,
there are two different integers i, j of [k] such that one leaf of T is in U; and the
other leaf is in U;. Then Uy,--- ,U; UUj, - -+ , Uy, form a complete (k — 1)-partite
graph. Since me(G) # m —n+k+ 1, by Theorem 2.1, G is neither a k-perfectly-
connected graph nor a graph of A, ;. Recalling the definition of B}Lk, we get
G eB,,.

Case 1.2. t = 1.

From the assumption, (J;cf,) V(Ai) € V(T1). Then Ty wastes n—k+ |V (T1)N
S| — 2 colors. Since I wastes n — k colors, either T} is the only nontrivial tree
and |V (T1)NS| =2, or |[V(T1)NS| =1 and there is a 2-path F' such that {F, T3}
is the set of all nontrivial trees. Let V =V (11) and U = V(G) — V.

If |V(T1) N S| = 2, then since T; is the unique nontrivial tree of I', we have
that G[U] = Ki—2 and G = G[U] V G[V]. Since S is a vertex-cut with |S| = k,
V(T1) NS is a vertex-cut of G — U, then G[V] is a graph with connectivity 2.
Since G is neither a k-perfectly-connected graph nor a graph of A, ;, we have
GeB:,.



276

277

278

279

281

282

283

284

285

286

287

288

289

291

292

293

294

296

297

298

299

300

301

302

303

304

305

306

307

308

309

310

311

312

313

314

315

316

EXTREMAL GRAPHS AND CLASSIFICATION OF PLANAR GRAPHS BY MC-NUMBERS'9

If |V(Th) N S| = 1, then suppose F' = z1e1yesxs and V(1) N S = {w}. If,
by symmetry, z; € V(T1), then V(F)NV(Th) = {z1}. Let v’ € V(T1) — {x1}.
Then w'zy is a trivial edge of G. Let T' = T7 U w'xzs and let IV be an edge-
coloring of G such that T is the only nontrivial tree of G. Then I is an extremal
MC-coloring of G with |V(T) N S| = 2, this case has been discussed above. If
{z1,22} NV (T1) = 0, then G[U] = K, and G = G[U] V G[V]. Moreover, G[V]
is a connected graph with a cut-vertex w. Thus, G € Bi,k'

Case 1.3. |V(Ay)| >2and t > 2.

If [V(A1)| > 3, then there are two trees of Ty, say T1,T5, such that either
[V(T)NV(A)] = 3or [V(T1)NV(A1)| = [V (T2)NV (A1) = 2. Let w; € V(T;))NB
fori € [2]. If [V(Th) NV (A1)| > 3, then there are trees of Ty, — 7, connecting wy
and V(Th) NV (A1) — {u}. It is obvious that Ty, — T, wastes at least two colors.
Since 7, wastes at least n — k — 1 colors, 7y, U7, wastes at least n —k—1+4+2 =
n — k + 1 colors, which contradicts that I' is an extremal MC-coloring of G. If
V(Th) nV(A)| = [V(T2) N V(A1)| = 2, say {z} = V(T;) N V(A1) — {u} for
i € [2]. Then there is a nontrivial tree F} connecting wy, z2, and a nontrivial tree
F, connecting we, z1. Since I is simple, we have Fy # Fy. Since {Fy, Fo}NT, =0,
{F1, F2}UT, wastes at least n—k+1 colors, a contradiction. Therefore, |V (A4;)| =
2. Let V(A1) = {z,u} and let T} contain z,u. Then V(T;) N V(A1) = {u} for
1> 2.

Since t > 2, we have B — V(T1) # 0. Then z connects every vertex of
B — V(T1) by a nontrivial tree, 7, — 7, is not an empty set. It is obvious that
T. wastes at least n — k — 1 colors and T, — 7T, wastes at least one color. Since
me(G) = m —n + k, T, wastes precisely n — k — 1 colors and T, — 7T, wastes
precisely one color. Therefore, 7, — 7, has only one member, and the member is
a 2-path (denoting the 2-path by F, then 7, — T, = {F'}). So, |[B—-V(T1)| =1
and ¢t = 2. Then T, = {T1,T>} and § = {F,T1,T»} is the set of all nontrivial
trees. We can also get that each tree of S intersects with S at only one vertex.
So, F' and T5 are 2-paths.

Let IV be an edge-coloring of G obtained from I' by recoloring 7" = Ty U F’
with 1 and recoloring any other edges with trivial colors. Then the new coloring
is also an MC-coloring of G. Since I'' wastes n — k colors, I is an extremal MC-
coloring of G. Then T” is the unique nontrivial tree of IV and |V (T") N S| = 2,
this case has been discussed in Case 1.2.

Case 2. For each i € [r] and each u € V(A4;), V(A;) —V(Tu) # 0 (then each
A; has an order at least two).

If there is an integer i € [r] such that |, V(A4/)| = 3, then let u € V/(4;)
and let A" = V(A;) — V(Tu). Then T, wastes at least n — |A’| — k — 1 colors.
By Claim 2.5, e o Tw Wastes at least |A'| + [, ,; V(A)| — 1 colors. Since
(Uwear Tw) N Tu =0, Tu U (Upear Tw) wastes at least n — &k + 1 colors, a contra-
diction. Therefore, |J,; V(Ai)| < 2 for each i € [r], and [V (4;)| = 2 for i € [r]
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and 7 = 2. Let V(A1) = {z1,22} and V(A2) = {y1,y2}. Then each nontrivial
tree contains at most two of {x1, z2,y1,y2}. Therefore, there is a nontrivial tree
T; ; connecting x;,y; for 4,j € [2], and the four nontrivial trees are pairwise dif-
ferent. Since n = k + 4 in this case and I" wastes n — k = 4 colors, each T; ; is a
2-path and there is no other nontrivial tree. By Claim 2.6, the two leaves of each
T; ; are nonadjacent. Thus, G = {z1y1, T1Y2, T2y1, T2y2} is a 4-cycle. Choose a
vertex of S, say vi. Let T = Uie[2} (viz; Uwvry;). Then T is a tree of G. Let
I" be an edge-coloring of G such that T is the only nontrivial tree. Then I" is
an MC-coloring of G and it wastes three colors, which contradicts that I' is an
extremal MC-coloring of G. [ |

3. CLASSIFICATION OF PLANAR GRAPHS

In this section, we consider the monochromatic connection numbers of all
planar graphs. Since the connectivity of a planar graph is at most five, the
monochromatic connection number of a planar graph is less than or equal to
m —n+ 6. In fact, we get that m —n +2 < mc(G) < m —n+4if G is a planar
graph. We characterize all planar graphs G of k(G) = k with me(G) = m—n—+r,
for1<k<b5and2<r <4

It is well-known that a graph is outerplanar if and only if it does not con-
tain a K4-minor or a K3 3-minor, and an outerplanar graph with connectivity 2
contains a vertex of degree 2. Moreover, if x(G) = 2, then the exterior face of an
outerplanar graph G is a Hamiltonian cycle, called the boundary of G. A forest is
called a linear forest if every component of the forest is a path (possibly a single
vertex).

Lemma 3.1. Let H be a graph. Then

(1) K1V H is a planar graph if and only if H is an outerplanar graph.

(2) 2KV H is a planar graph if and only if H is either a cycle or linear forest.
(8) KoV H is a planar graph if and only if H is a linear forest.

(4) if H is an outerplanar graph with x(H) = 2 and |V(H)| > 4, then H contains
two monadjacent vertices of degree 2.

Proof. Notice that K1 V H is a planar graph if H is an outerplanar graph. On
the other hand, if K1 V H is a planar graph but H is not an outerplanar graph,
then H contains either a K4-minor or a K3 3-minor. Therefore, K7 V H contains
either a Ks-minor or a K3 3-minor, a contradiction.

It is obvious that 2KV S3 contains a K3 3 as a subgraph, and 2KV (K3+ K1)
contains a K5-minor. Therefore, H does not have vertices of degrees at least three
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when 2K7 V H is a planar graph. Then each component of H is either a cycle or
a path. If H has two components Hi, Hy such that H; is a cycle, then H has a
(K3 4+ Ki)-minor. Thus, 2K V H has a Ks-minor, a contradiction. Therefore,
H is either a cycle or a linear forest if 2K V H is a planar graph. On the other
hand, if H is either a cycle or a linear forest, then 2K; V H is clearly a planar
graph.

If H is a linear forest, then K5V H is obviously a planar graph. If KoV H is
a planar graph, then since 2K; V H is a subgraph of KoV H, H is either a cycle
or a linear forest. Since KoV H contains a Ks-minor if one component of H is a
cycle, H is a linear forest.

If H is an outerplanar graph with connectivity 2 and |V (H)| = 4, then H
has two nonadjacent vertices of degree 2. If |V (H)| > 5 and H does not have any
chord, then H has two nonadjacent vertices of degree 2. If |V (H)| > 5 and H has
a chord e = zy, then the two {z, y}-components, say H; and Ha, are outerplanar
graphs with connectivity 2. For ¢ € [2], if |V (H;)| > 4, then by induction, H; has
a vertex z; ¢ {x,y} such that dp,(z;) = 2; if H; = K3, let {z;} =V (H;) — {z,y}.
Then z1, z9 are two nonadjacent vertices of degree 2 in H. [ |

Let P; denote the set of graphs G = vV H, where H is a connected outerplanar
graph with a cut-vertex.

Lemma 3.2. Let G be a planar graph with k(G) = 2. Then mc(G) =m—n+3
if and only if G € P.

Proof. By Lemma 3.1 (1) and Theorem 2.1, G is a planar graph and mc(G) =
m—n+3if G € P;. Suppose mc(G) = m—n+3. Then by Theorem 2.1, G is either
a 2-perfectly-connected graph or a graph in A,». If G € A, 2, then G =vV H
and H is a connected graph with a cut-vertex. Then by Lemma 3.1 (1), H is a
connected outerplanar graph with a cut-vertex. If G is a 2-perfectly-connected
graph, then V(G) can be partitioned into three nonempty sets {v}, A, B such
that A, B form a complete bipartite graph. Let |A| < |B|. Then 1 < |A| < 2;
otherwise, G' contains a K33 as a subgraph. If [A| = 1, say A = {z}, then by
Lemma 3.1 (1), G[B] is a connected outerplanar graph. Let H = G[BUwv|. Then
H is a connected outerplanar graph with a cut-vertex and G = x vV H, and so
G € Py. If |A| = 2, that is, G[A] = Ky, then G[B] is a path by Lemma 3.1 (3).
Let A = {z,y} and N(v) = {z, z}, Then G —x = (yVG[B]) Uvz. Since G[B] is a
path, G — x is an outerplanar graph with a cut-vertex z. Since G =z V (G — x),
we get G € Py. [ |

Let Py = {vV H : H is an outerplanar graph with x(H) =2 and H # u V
Pp_o}.

Lemma 3.3. Let G be a planar graph with k(G) = 3. Then
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(1) me(G) =m —n+ 3 if and only if G € {2K1V P_o} U Py;
(2) me(G) =m —n+4 if and only if G = K3V P,_s.

Proof. By Lemma 3.1 (3) and Theorem 2.1, K2 V P,_2 is a planar graph with
me(Ke V P,_3) = m —n + 4. Next, we prove that G = Ky V P,,_s if mc(G) =
m — n + 4. Suppose mc(G) = m —n + 4. Then either G € A, 3 or G is a 3-
perfectly-connected graph. If G is the latter, then V(G) can be partitioned into
four parts v, Vi, Va, V3, such that each V; induces a connected subgraph, V;, Vs, V3
form a complete 3-partite graph, and v has precisely one neighbor in each V;. Let
Vi| < |Va] < V3. If [Vi| = |Va| = 1, then G[V; U V3] is an edge, say e. Thus,
G = eVG|[V3Uv]. By Lemma 3.1 (3), since G is a graph with x(G) = 3, G[V3Uv] is
a path of order n — 2. Therefore, G = K3V P,_o. If |V3| > 2, then G[V; UV, U V3]
contains a Ks-minor, a contradiction. If G € A, 3, then G = Ky V H. By
Lemma 3.1 (3), since G is a graph with x(G) = 3, G = K3 V P,,_3. Therefore,
me(G) =m —n+4 if and only if G = Ky V P,_o.

If me(G) =m —n+3, then G € B, 3 UB2 3 UBS 5. If G € B} 5, then V(G)
can be partitioned into two parts U,V such that G[U] = K, = 2K;, G[V] is a
connected graph with a cut-vertex and G = G[U] V G[V]. Note that x(G) = 3.
By Lemma 3.1 (2), we get that G[V] is a path. If G € 872%3, then G = K1V H,
where H is a graph with connectivity 2. Since G is planar, by Lemma 3.1 (1),
H is an outerplanar graph with connectivity 2 (recall that connectivity of H is
possibly 1 or 2). Therefore, G € Py. If G € B}ng, then V(G) can be partitioned
into three parts v, A, B, such that v has two neighbors in A and one neighbor in
B, and A, B form a complete bipartite graph.

If G[A] = Ka, then by Lemma 3.1 (3), G[B] is a path P,_3. Thus, G =
Ky V P,_5, a contradiction to the assumption that mc(G) = m —n + 3. If
GJA] = 2K, then G = G[A] V G[B Uv]. By Lemma 3.1 (2), G[B U] is either a
path P,_3 or a cycle Cj,_3. Since v has precisely one neighbor in B, G[B Uv] is
a path. Thus, G =2K,V P, _».

If |A| > 3, then |B| < 2. Let x be the neighbor of v in B. Since mc¢(G) =
m —n + 3, we have G # Ky V P,_o. If |B| = 2, that is, G[B] = Ko, then
G =2V (G — x), where z = Ng(v) N B. Thus, G — z is an outerplanar graph
with connectivity 2. If |B| = 1, then V(B) = {z} and G = 2V (G — z), and thus
G — x is an outerplanar graph with connectivity 2. Therefore, G € Ps. [

Claim 3.4. Suppose G is a planar graph with k(G) = k and S is a vertez-cut
with |S| = k. Then G[S] is either a cycle or a linear forest.

Proof. Let u,v be two vertices in different components of G — S. Since G is a
graph with x(G) = k, there are k internally disjoint wv-paths Lq,---, L. Let
H be a graph obtained from Uie[k,] L; by contracting all edges but those incident



428

429

430

431

432

433

434

435

436

437

438

439

440

441

442

443

444

445

446

447

448

449

EXTREMAL GRAPHS AND CLASSIFICATION OF PLANAR GRAPHS BY MC-NUMBERS'13

with v and v. Then H = K j is a minor of G with one part S. Thus, by Lemma
3.1 (2), G[9] is either a cycle or a linear forest. |

Lemma 3.5. Let G be a planar graph with k(G) =k and S be a vertezx-cut with
|S| = k. Suppose T' is an extremal MC-coloring of G such that G[S] does not
contain nontrivial edges. Then

(1) if k =4 and G[9] is not a 4-cycle, then mec(G) = m —n + 2;
(2) if k=5, then me(G) =m —n + 2.

In addition, if k = 4 and G[S]| does not contain nontrivial edges under any
extremal MC-colorings, then mc(G) =m —n + 2.

Proof. By Claim 3.4, G has a Kj j-minor with one part S. Since G is a planar
graph, by Lemma 3.1 (2), G[S] is either a cycle or a linear forest. Let Ay, -+, A,
be the components of G — S.

Suppose I' is an extremal MC-coloring of G such that G[S] does not contain
nontrivial edges. We use S to denote the set of all nontrivial trees of G. For
each T € S, let zp = |[V(T) N S| when |V(T) N S| > 2 and let z7 = 1 when
[V(T)N S| < 1. Suppose T is a tree of S such that zr is maximum. Since G[S5]
is not a complete graph, we have z7 > 2.

Without loss of generality, suppose A; is a minimum component of G — S.
Choose two vertices u,v from A, Ag, respectively. Let U = V(A1) — V(Tu).
Denote F as the set of nontrivial trees connecting v and a vertex of U (if U = 0),
then F = (). Then T, wastes n — k — [U| — 1+ > 7 (w77 — 1) colors and F
wastes at least |U|+ > z(7 — 1) colors. Assume 7 = T, UF. Then T wastes

wfrzn—k—l—FZ(:vT/—l) (2)
T'eT

colors. Moreover, the equality will mean that each tree of F intersects with
Uiz1 Ai only at v if F # (. Since G[S] does not contain nontrivial edges, if
T' € S — T, then T" wastes at least 7 — 1 colors. Then I' wastes

wpzn—k;—1+2(a:T/—1) (3)
T'eS

colors. If the equality of (3) holds, then the equality of (2) will hold. Therefore,
the equality of (3) will mean that each tree of F intersects with J,,; 4; only at
v if F # 0.

Claim 3.6. If it does not simultaneously happen that G[S] is a 4-cycle and xp =
2, then me(G) =m —n + 2.
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Proof. Note that G[5] is either a cycle or a linear forest. Therefore, G[S] contains
a 5-cycle if |S| = 5, and G[S] contains a 2K> if |S| = 4.

Suppose zp > 4. If K = 4, then wpr > n—2. If k =5 and zp > 5, then
wr >n—2. If k=5 and xr = 4, then let S — V(T) = {«'}. Since G[S] contains
a b-cycle, v’ does not connect a vertex of S — ' in G[S]. Therefore, v/ connects
this vertex by a nontrivial tree different from 7". Thus, wr > n — 2.

Suppose 7 = 3. If k = 4, then let S — V(T') = {u}. Since G[S] contains a
2K5, u does not connect a vertex of S —u in G[S]. Therefore, u connects this
vertex by a nontrivial tree different from 7'. Thus, wr > n —2. If kK =5, then let
{u,v} =8 —V(T). Since G[S] contains a 5-cycle, u connects a vertex of S —u
by a nontrivial tree T7, and v connects a vertex of S —u by a nontrivial tree T5.

No matter T7 = T5 or not, I' wastes at least n — 2 colors.

Suppose x7 = 2. Since 7' is a tree of S such that zp is maximum, for any two
different pairs of nonadjacent vertices of S, there are two different nontrivial trees

connecting them, respectively. Therefore, ) 7 cs(x — 1) > e(G[S]). Since G[S]

contains a 5-cycle for k = 5 and G[S] contains a 2K for k = 4, if I" wastes at most
n — 3 colors, then k£ = 4 and G[S]| = 2K5. Note that it does not simultaneously
happen that G[S] is a 4-cycle and z7 = 2. Thus, I wastes at least n — 2 colors,

and then mc(G) =m —n+ 2. 0

By Claim 3.6, the former two results hold. Now we prove that if k¥ = 4 and
G[S] does not contain nontrivial edges under any extremal MC-colorings, then
me(G) = m —n + 2. If it does not simultaneously happen that G[S] is a 4-cycle
and zp = 2, then by Claim 3.6, mc¢(G) = m —n+ 2. Thus, we only need to prove
that subject to the conditions that G[S] is a 4-cycle and zp = 2, we can get a
contradiction if me(G) > m —n + 3.

Assume that G[S] is a 4-cycle and z7 = 2. Then let E(G[S]) = {viv2, v3v4}.
Suppose, to the contrary, that me(G) > m —n + 3. Since xp = 2, there is a
nontrivial tree 77 connecting vy, v2, and a nontrivial tree 75 connecting wvs, v4.
Then I' wastes at least

n—k-14+Y (ep—1)>n—k—1+(xn -1+ (2n,-1)=n-3 (4
T'eS

colors. Since mc(G) > m —n + 3, T' wastes exactly n — 3 colors, and so the
equality of (4) holds. Since the equality of (4) will mean that the equality of (3)
holds, each tree of F intersects with As only at v if F # (). In addition, T} and T
are the only two trees each of which intersects with S at more than one vertex.

If S #T,then S =8 — T # (). Since T} and T; are the only two trees each
of which intersects with S at more than one vertex, 7 wastes at least

n—k—1+Ypernim ny(@r —1)
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colors, and I" wastes at least

n—k—1+Ypernn ny(@r —1) + Spesingn my (e(T') — 1)

colors. Let 77 € &'. Since k = 4 and T" wastes exactly n — 3 colors, T” is a 2-path
and T € &' N{Ty,To}, say T" = T1. Let T* = vjvs U vyvs and let TV be an
edge-coloring of GG obtained from I' by recoloring T with a new nontrivial colors
and recoloring all edges of T} with new trivial colors. Then I' is an extremal
MC-coloring of G and G|S] contains nontrivial edges, a contradiction.

If § =7 and U # 0, then each tree of F intersects with V(As) only at v.
Suppose |U;. V(A)| > 2 and o' € U,y V(A1) — {v}. Since U # 0, there is a
nontrivial tree 7" connecting v and a vertex of U. However, T" is not a member
of T, a contradiction to that & = 7. Thus, [, V(A;)| = 1, in other words,
G — S has two components Aj, Ay and |V (Az2)| = 1. Note that A; is a minimum
component of G — S, |V(A4;1)| = 1. Therefore, G = 2K; V Cy and G[S] = C4.
Let F’ be a 2-path connecting the two components of G — S in G, and let F”
be a 3-path of G[S]. Suppose I is an edge-coloring of G such that F’, F" are
all nontrivial trees. Then I is an extremal MC-coloring of G and G[S] contains
nontrivial edges, a contradiction.

If S =7 and U = (), then § = T,. Since each pair of different trees in
7., intersect only at u, we have 7, = {T1,T>}. Therefore, S = {T1,T»}. Let
By =V(T;) N (SUUp V(A)) for i = [2]. Then [V(By)|,[V(B2)| > 3. Since T
and T5 intersect only at u, every vertex of By connects every vertex of By by a
trivial edge, then G[B; U Bs] contains a K33, a contradiction. [ ]

Claim 3.7. Let T be a simple extremal MC-coloring of G and e = zy be a
nontrivial edge in G. Suppose that mc(G) = e(G) — |V(G)| + x and H is the
underlying graph of G/e. Then mc(H) > e(H) — |V(H)| + x.

Proof. Since T' is a simple extremal MC-coloring of G and mc(G) = e(G) —
|[V(G)| + z, I wastes |V (G)| — x colors. Suppose z is the new vertex of V(G/e).
Then any parallel edges are incident with z, and between any two vertices there
are at most two parallel edges. Since e is a nontrivial edge, I' is simple and every
color-induced subgraph in G is a tree, we have that any color-induced subgraph
of G/e is a tree. It is obvious that any two vertices of G/e are connected by
a monochromatic path under I'|g/.. Moreover, I'|g/. wastes [V(G)| —1 -2 =
|[V(G/e)| — x colors.

Suppose there are parallel edges e, es between u and z. If there is a trivial
and parallel edge between u and z, say e;, then we delete e;. Then the resulting
graph is also monochromatic connected, and the edge-coloring wastes |V (G/e)|—z
colors. If the two parallel edges are nontrivial, then suppose e1, e2 are edges of two
nontrivial trees 17, Ts, respectively. Let T be a spanning tree of T7 UT5 containing
e1. Let TV be an edge-coloring of G /e — e3 obtained from T' by recoloring T" with a
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new nontrivial color, and then recoloring any other edges of E(T1UT,)—E(T)—es
with trivial colors. Then I" is an MC-coloring of G/e — ez and I wastes at most
[V(G/e —e2)| —x =|V(G/e)| — x colors. By the above operation, we obtain an
underlying graph H of G/e, and a simple MC-coloring I of H, which wastes at
most |V (H)| — x colors. Thus, me(H) > e(H) — |V(H)| + «. ]

Claim 3.8. Let G be a planar graph and e = ab be an edge of G. If the underlying
graph of G /e contains {u,v}V Py as a subgraph, u is the new vertex and a (and
also b) connects two leaves of P, then either Ng(a) NI =0 and I C Ng(b), or
Ng(b)NI =0 and I C Ng(a), where I is the set of internal vertices of P;.

Proof. If Ng(a) NI # () and Ng(b) NI # (0, then let G’ be a graph obtained
from G by contracting all but two pendent edges of P;. Then G’ has a subgraph
K3 3 with one part {a,b,v}, and so G also has a K3 3-minor, a contradiction. m

Lemma 3.9. If G is a planar graph with k(G) = 4, then mc(G) < m —n + 3,
and mc(G) =m —n+ 3 if and only if G = 2K1 V Cy—s.

Proof. Suppose G = {u,v}VH, where H is an (n—2)-cycle and uv is not an edge
of G. Then there is a 2-path P connecting v and v. Let L be a spanning tree of H.
Suppose I' is an edge-coloring such that P and L are all nontrivial trees of G. Then
I' is an MC-coloring of G , which wastes n — 3 colors. Thus, me(G) > m —n+ 3.
It is easy to verify that G is neither a graph of A, 4 U 15’71%4 U B?LA U B?LA, nor a
4-perfectly-connected graph. Therefore, mc(G) =m —n + 3.

Suppose mc(G) > m—n+3. We prove that G = 2KV C,,_3 below. Suppose
S = {x1, 2, 23,24} is a vertex-cut of G. If G[S] does not contain nontrivial edges
under any extremal MC-colorings of G, then by Lemma 3.5, me(G) = m —n + 2.
If there is an extremal MC-coloring I" of G such that G[S] has a nontrivial edge,
say e = z1xe, then by Claim 3.7 the underlying graph H of G/e satisfies that
mc(H) > e(H) — |V(H)| + 3. Since H is a graph with x(H) = 3, H is either
2K,V P,_3 or KoV P,_3, or a graph of P,. Since x(G) = 4, if there is a vertex
x of H with dg(x) = 3, then either x is the new vertex or z is incident with the
new vertex.

Case 1. Either H =2K1V P,_3or H =K,V P,_3.

From the assumption, V(H) can be partitioned into two parts A = {u, v}
and B, such that H[B] = P,_3 and H = H[A] V H[B|. Here, uv is an edge
of Hif H= KsV P,_3, and uv is not an edge of H if H = 2K V P,_3. Let
H[B] = viejvaeg - - - ep_gvn—3. If |B| = 3, then H contains a spanning subgraph
K, Vv C4. Since each vertex of V(H) — {va} has a degree three in H, vy is the
new vertex and G has a subgraph Ky V (4, a contradiction to the choice that G
is a planar graph. Thus, |V(B)| > 4 and vy, v,_3 are the only two vertices with
degree 3 in H. Therefore, the new vertex is either u or v, say u by symmetry.
Since k(G) = 4, v1 (and also v,_3) connects 1,22 in G. Then by Claim 3.8,
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suppose that z1 does not connect any vertices of {va, -+ ,v,_4} and x5 connects
every vertex of {va, -+ ,v,_4}. Since k(G) = 4, x1 connects v. Then G[B U ]
is an (n — 2)-cycle and thus G = 2K; V Cj,_s.

Case 2. H € Ps.

From the definition of Po, H = v V R, where R is an outerplanar graph
with connectivity 2. If R = Kj, then |V(G)| = 5. Since k(G) = 4, G =
K5, a contradiction. Thus, |[V(R)| > 4. Since R is an outerplanar graph with
connectivity 2, by Lemma 3.1 (4), R has two nonadjacent vertices of degree 2.
Moreover, the boundary C of R is a Hamiltonian cycle.

Case 2.1. R has at least three vertices of degree two, say u1, ug, us.

Note that every vertex of degree 2 in R is either a new vertex or incident with
the new vertex in H. Thus, v is the new vertex and each u; connects both x1 and
x9 in G. Note that uy,us and uz divide C into three paths. Let H' be a graph
obtained from H by contracting all but one edge of each such path. Then the
underlying graph of H' is a K5, and so G also has a Ks-minor, a contradiction.

Case 2.2. R has exactly two vertices of degree two and v is not the new
vertex.

Suppose w1, wy are nonadjacent vertices of degree 2 in R. Since v is not the
new vertex, wi,ws have a common neighbor z in R, and z is the new vertex.

Let P = R — z. We prove that H = vz V P and P is a path. We first prove
that R = z vV P, which implies that each chord of R is incident with z. Suppose,
to the contrary, that there is a chord f = z12z9 of R such that z ¢ {z1,29}.
Then z1, zo divide C into two paths L1 and Lo, say z is an internal vertex of L.
Since R is an outerplanar graph, z does not connect any internal vertices of Lo
in H. Furthermore, since z is the new vertex, neither x; nor x5 connects internal
vertices of Ly in G. Thus, {v, 21, 22} is a vertex-cut of G, a contradiction to the
assumption that x(G) = 4. So, R = zV P and P is a path. Since v connects
every vertex of R, we have H = vz V P.

Consider the graph G below. Since w1, wsy are vertices of degree 3 and z is
the new vertex of H, w; (and also ws) connects 1 and z3 in G. Let [ =V (P) —
{wy,we}. Since H = vz V P, by Claim 3.8, suppose that x; does not connect
any vertices of I and xg connects every vertex of I. Then D = G[V(P) U 1] is
a Cp_o and G —v = z9 V D. Since {v,z2} V D is a spanning subgraph of G, v
does not connect x9 by Lemma 3.1 (3). This implies that G = {z2,v} V D, and
so G =2K;VCy_s.

Case 2.3. R has exactly two vertices of degree two and v is the new vertex.

Suppose a,b are nonadjacent vertices of degree 2 in R. Then a,b divide
C into two paths, say L; and Ls. Let L; = aejzies, - zses+1b and Ly =
afiwi fo, - wy fr41b.  Since a,b are vertices of degree 3 in H, a (and also b)
connects 1 and x5 in G.

If Ng(z1)N(V(L1) —{a,b}) # 0 and Ng(z2) N (V(L1) —{a,b}) # 0, then let
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J be a graph obtained from H by contracting all edges of C' but e, es+1 and fi.
Then the underlying graph of J is a K5, and so GG has a K5-minor, a contradiction.
Thus, by symmetry, suppose V(L1) € Ng(z1) and Ng(z2) NV (L1) = {a,b}.
By the same reason, it will happen that Ng(z1) N (V(L2) — {a,b}) # 0 and
Ng(x2) N (V(L2) —{a,b}) # 0. Thus, V(L2) C Ng(x2) and Ng(z1) NV (Le) =
{a,b}. Therefore, Ng(x1) NV (R) = V(L1) and Ng(z2) NV (R) = V(La).

IfR=KVPF,_3 then G=2K;VC,_3. We will prove that R = KV F,,_3
below.

Claim 3.10. Suppose | = ning is a chord of R. Then one end of l is contained
in V(L1) — {a,b} and the other end of | is contained in V(Ly) — {a,b}.

Proof. Suppose, to the contrary, that {n1,no} C V(L1). Then S’ = {1, x9,n1,n2}
is a vertex-cut of G with |S’| = 4. However, dgg(z1) = 3, a contradiction to
Claim 3.4. -

If, by symmetry, |V (L1)| = 3, then L; = aejz1e2b, and so by Claim 3.10, z;
connects every vertex of Ly. Thus, R = K; V P,_3.

If |[V(L1)],|V(L2)| > 4. Recall that e = z122 is a nontrivial edge under I
Suppose e is an edge of a nontrivial tree T. Then there is a nontrivial edge f of
T between {z1,z2} and R. By symmetry, suppose f = zjw, where w € V(L).
Let H' be the underlying graph of G/f. Then by Claim 3.7, mc¢(H') > e(H') —
|V(H')| + 3. Since H' is a planar graph with x(H') = 3, H' is either 2K, V P,,_3
or KoV P,_3, or a graph of Ps.

Suppose H' is either 2KV P,_3 or Ko V P,_3. Let H = AV P,_3, where
V(A) = {y1,y2}. If z2 € V(A) (say x2 = y2), then since |Li| > 4, y; is an
internal vertex of Lj and y; # w. This implies that either yia or y1b is an edge
of G, a contradiction. If zo ¢ {y1,y2}, then the degree of x5 in H' is at most
4. Since V(Ly) € Ng/(z2) and |Lo| > 4, we have |La] = 4 and A C V(Ly).
So, Ly = afiwi fows f3b. Since ’L1| > 4, by Claim 3.10, A = {wl,wz}. Let J
be a graph obtained from H’ by contracting all edges of L; but es. Then the
underlying graph of J is a K5, and so G has a K5-minor, a contradiction.

Suppose H' is a graph of P,. Then H' = y vV H”, where H” is an outerpla-
nar graph with connectivity 2. If y = x9, then z2 connects every vertex of R.
However, since Ng(z2) NV (L1) = {a,b} and |V(L1)| > 4, we get a contradic-
tion. If y # x9, then y € V(R) and thus R = K7 V P,_3, a contradiction to the
assumption that |V (Ly)|, |V (L2)| > 4. [ ]

Lemma 3.11. If G is a planar graph with k(G) =5, then mc(G) = m —n + 2.

Proof. Suppose mc(G) > m —n + 3. Let S = {v1,---,v5} be a vertex-cut of
G and T be an extremal MC-coloring of G. If G[S] does not contain nontrivial
edges, then by Lemma 3.5, me(G) = m —n+2, a contradiction. Otherwise, there
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634 1s a nontrivial edge in G[S], say e = vjva. Let H be the underlying graph of
35 G/e. Then by Claim 3.7, me(H) > e(H) — |V(H)| + 3. Since x(H) = 4, we have
s mc(H)=e(H)—|V(H)|+3. Thus, H=2K;V Cy_2, say H={u,v}VC, where
637 C' = Cj_9. Since each vertex of C' has a degree 4 in H, either u or v is the new
638 vertex. By symmetry, let u be the new vertex. Thus, vy, v2 connect every vertex
630 of C, in other words, eV C is a subgraph of G, a contradiction to the choice that
60 (G is planar. |

641 Combining Lemmas 3.2, 3.3, 3.9 and 3.11, we get the following conclusions.

s2 Theorem 3.12. Suppose G is a connected planar graph. Then mc(G) < m—n+4
63 and the following results hold:

saa (1) if G is a graph with k(G) = 1, then mc(G) =m —n + 2;

aas  (2) if G is a graph with kK(G) = 2, then m —n+2 < mc(G) < m —n+3 and

646 me(G) =m —n+ 3 if and only if G € Py;

s (3) if G is a graph with k(G) = 3, then m—n+2 < mc(G) < m—n+4. Moreover,
648 me(G) =m —n+4 if and only if G = KoV Pp_o, and me(G) =m —n+ 3
649 if and only if either G € Py, or G = 2K,V Py,_o;

0 (4) if G is a graph with K(G) = 4, then m —n+2 < mc(G) < m—n+3, and
651 me(G) =m —n+ 3 if and only if G = 2K,V Cp_3;

2 (5) if G is a graph with k(G) =5, then mc(G) =m —n + 2.

653 For ease of reading, the classification of planar graphs are summarized in the
e« following table (remember that the connectivity x(G) of a planar graph G is at
655 1MOSt 5).

K(G)
me(G) 1 2 3 4 5
m-—n-+4 0 0 G=KyV P, 0 0
either G € Ps, _
m-—n-+3 0 GeP; or G = 2K,V Py_s G=2K;VvC,_o | 0
m—mn-+2 | all | all but the above | all but the above | all but the above | all

Table 1.: The classification of planar graphs.
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ess  of the paper.
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